
 

 
 
 
 

Presidents Report 2022 (report covering July 2019 to April 2022) 
 
The past two years have not been what YWSF would have planned in terms of its 

ability to engage, communicate and inspire members in wild sheep conservation. 
 Following the May 2019 AGM, YWSF was well established as an organization 

dedicated and capable to support wild sheep conservation. In March 2020 YWSF had begun 
planning its fourth Convention building on the three previous highly successful convention 
and fundraisers. Unfortunately this was sidelined but the previous fundraising and 
convention efforts resulted in putting YWSF into the strongest financial position the 
foundation had ever achieved. They require a lot of dedicated work from the board but 
ultimately the rewards are worth it. 

In addition to the fundraising focus, YWSF in collaboration with the Animal Health 
Unit, matching financial support from WSF and with a generous merchandise donation 
from Sitka, continued the hunter harvest M.ovi sampling program. This program 
encourages hunters to obtain field test kits when purchasing their sheep seal, obtain a 
nasal swab from sheep killed, and are givern a Sitka hat as incentive upon submission of a 
test. Our initial batch of hats had "M. ovi free Yukon" embroidered on the back.  YWSF and 
WSF not only paid for samples submitted by hunters but also funds the M. ovi lab analysis 
of all inspected wild sheep heads. Annual contributions to this program ranged from 
approximately $6000 to $12000. Without YWSF and WSF support the Yukon would not 
have this testing program. This program has continued to be supported annually and is on 
track for 2022. 
           YWSF also contributed $5000 in support to the Wild Sheep Society of BC for their 
production of the documentary film "Transmission", which addresses the disease impacts 
of domestic to wild sheep.   

Another new initiative advanced since the 2019 AGM is the YWSF Bursary ($1000) 
available to Yukon post-secondary students enrolled in resource/environmental studies. 
This program is set to continue in September 2022, with call for applicants in June. 
            While YWSF was not able to hold an in person convention in 2021, plans continued 
to identify fundraising opportunities outside of in person gatherings. Several prize 
packages were acquired through donations and purchase to support an online raffle, which 
would have been one of the first in the Territory. It was decided to put this raffle on hold 
given the timing and challenges associated with planning in the midst of pandemic 



restrictions and government uncertainty on how to proceed with this type of fundraiser. 
These are not time sensitive prizes and are still part of the YWSF inventory and ready for 
fund raising. 
            Within the past month we also had a meeting with the Yukon Conservation Officer 
Service and started preliminary discussions on an initiative brought forward by the COS.  
            The YWSF has also been the the receipient of several small court directed fines 
resulting from wildlife convictions.  
            Any successful board with great intentions needs members who are not only 
dedicated but who also have the capacity to give of their time. We are encouraged by the 
interest shown by new members to step forward, who are new to the board and are willing 
to bring new ideas and a commitment to wild sheep conservation.   
            While the YWSF has been quiet in the past couple of years we have not been 
dormant. Good relationships have been maintained and strengthend with the Animal 
Health Unit, we are now a potential partner with the COS, and the hiring last year of a 
dedicated wild sheep and goat biologist has finally allowed us to connect with that side of 
government. The Thinhorn Summit should provide a valuable venue to engage with 
government and non-government partners.  
              The YWSF Board believes the challenges of the past two years are being overcome 
and the chapter is ready to renew its focus on fundraising, member engagement, and 
identifying new opportunities to collaborate with stakeholders and partners and continue 
the Yukon Wild Sheep Foundation's mission to put and keep wild sheep on the mountain in 
the Yukon. 
 
Richard Christiansen 
A/President, Yukon Wild Sheep Foundation. 

 


